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WE GATHER

Welcome, Life and Work of the Church
SEASON OF CREATION

NEXT SUNDAY CHANGE OF LOB CIRCUIT SCHEDULE
Knox United, Dorset— 9:00 a.m.

Stewart Memorial, Dwight — 10:15 a.m.

Pioneer Memorial, Hillside— 11:30 a.m.

Sept 10.  An Ancestral Story The Passover

Sept 17.  Another Ancestral Story Red Sea Escape
Sept24. Peace Sabbath: Food in the Desert
October 1 Water in the Desert

October 8 Cosmic Blessing

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Acknowledgement of the Land

Here in Muskoka we gather on the traditional territories of the Ojibway, the Chippe-
wa, the Algonquin and the Odawa. Today We are mindful of the rich culture,
history, and spirituality of these Indigenous Peoples who inhabited and
cared for this land for generations —long before the first settlers arrived
here. We gather in deep gratitude for their past and ongoing hospitality
as we continue to live together on their land. Muskoka is home to three

sovereign nations: Wahta Mohawks First Nations, Moose Deer Point First
Nation and the Moon River Métis. These lands are covered by the Williams



Treaty of 1923, the Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850 and the J. Collins land
purchase of 1785. We commit as a community of faith to continue to
work to build relationships that are just and equitable for us all.

Call to Worship:

We gather with gratitude.for all the gifts of Creation—the air, the water, the
land, the change of seasons
We gather with gratitude for all the creatures that walk, swim, fly, and crawl
We gather seeking wisdom to live a generous and compassionate life.
We gather seeking wisdom to live together with respect and humility.
We open our hearts and minds to new possibilities, new beginnings.
Opening Hymn: “God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness” VU#260
God who gives to life its goodness,
God creator of all joy,
God who gives to us our freedom,
God who blesses tool and toy:
teach us now to laugh and praise you,
deep within your praises sing,
till the whole creation dances
for the goodness of its King.

God who fills the earth with beauty,
God who binds each friend to friend,
God who names us co-creators
God who wills that chaos end:
grant us now creative spirits,
minds responsive to your mind,
hearts and wills your rule extending
all our acts by Love refined.

Prayer of Approach: (unison)

God of wonder,

open our hearts and minds to your presence in our world
expand our understanding of what'’s possible

deepen our listening for your Spirit's nudging,

root our living through your self-giving.

God of light, God of discovery,



open our souls to your gracious touch,
expand our experience of humility,
deepen our empathy for the stranger,
root our lives in your grace.
God of discovery, God of wonder,
walk with us this day, we pray. Amen.
WE LISTEN

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-15
Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church
Response: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn: God Weeps MV#78
God weeps
at love withheld,
at strength misused,
at children’s innocence abused,
and till we change the way we love,
God weeps

God bleeds
at anger’s fist,
at trust betrayed,
at women battered and afraid,
and till we change the way we win,

God bleeds.

God cries
at hungry mouths,
at running sores,
at creatures dying without cause,
and till we change the way we care,
God cries.

God waits
for stones to melt,
for peace to seed,
for hearts to hold each other’s need,
and till we understand the Christ,
God waits



Sermon: A Listening God
A sermon preached by Carla Pratt Keyes © 2020 and adapted by Meg Jordan in 2023.

In this story, which we read on Labour Day Sunday, is about a God who is receptive
to human outcry, who engages human beings and works through us, and who ad-
justs a pretty major plan according to what people need. It isn’t just one-sided.
There 1s give and take . . . call and response.

In this particular story, the first speaker is Israel. Walter Brueggeman, when he
wrote about this part of Exodus, said that Israel may have been groaning BEFORE
the outcry we hear in the verses preceding today’s text, but if so, their groaning had
been stifled. When the king died — the oppressive king of Egypt — the voices of the
people rose, with all the rage and resentment of YEARS of servitude. There is only
SO MUCH a human body can take. Israel found its voice and sounded its pain. And
this cry of pain is the beginning point of the Exodus. Israel groans, and God re-
sponds! God hears the people groaning ... and HEARING, God is moved to remem-
ber. God remembers the people to whom God made promises in the book of Gene-
sis — Abraham and Isaac and Jacob — particular people to whom God is committed.
God connects the slaves God sees in EGYPT with promises made years before, and
God UNDERSTANDS : understands their suffering . . . and also understands that

something must be done for God’s promises to come true.

This story is one of many places it becomes clear that the Bible is political, and that
faith in the God described here simply MUST BE POLITICAL. Because God identi-
fies with a particular people — an oppressed and enslaved people. As we read the
story, if we care about God, we must also care about the lives of these people God
has identified with. We have to care, as God cared, about the power of the Pharaoh,
and Pharaoh’s labor policies, and all the various ways Pharaoh acts to oppose God’s
will and hold God’s people captive.

It reminds me of the Belhar Confession. It was written in South Africa in the years
of apartheid, and in recent years has been added to the Book of Confessions of the
Presbyterian Church USA, which is how I know about it. The Belhar Confession
challenges us to appreciate how, in a world full of injustice and enmity, God “is in a
special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged.” And God “calls the
church to follow God in this [Belhar says]; for God brings justice to the oppressed
and gives bread to the hungry . . . God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the
blind . . . God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and
widows and blocks the path of the ungodly.”



Exodus describes God’s promises in much the same way, only it’s God speaking,
telling Moses, “I know about my people’s pain and have come down to rescue
them. [ will bring them into a good and broad land, a land full of milk and honey.”
This 1s what GOD promises to do. But you probably noticed what happened part-
way through the reading. What had been God’s pious promise (sort of OUT
THERE) abruptly becomes God’s righteous demand (right here!). “So get going,”
God tells Moses. “I’m sending YOU to Pharaoh to bring my people out of Egypt.”

It’s like that in the Belhar Confession, too. God’s grand intentions become specific
human responsibilities, human vocation. It is WE who must do what God said.
“God wishes to teach the church to do what’s good and to seek what’s right [says
the Confession.] The church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering
and need . . . the church must witness against and strive against any form of injus-
tice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flow-
ing stream.” What God has promised, WE must act to bring about.

It is IMPORTANT FOR ME TO SAY THAT whenever we read about the Exodus. It
is important for us to hear again GOD’S CALL to help people in suffering and
need. Because for many of us it’s an option, as it was for Moses, simply not to get
involved. We could stay in our places of relative safety. Yet God shows us in this
story how to listen to people in pain, remember our connection to them, and DO
what is good for all of God’s people.

This makes me think about the work of mission co-workers around the world. We
used to call these folks missionaries; in the Presbyterian Church they are now “mis-
sion co- workers” and my congregation supports particular mission co-workers in
Haiti and Ghana and Congo. These are folks who decide to leave places of safety
and comfort, to “get going,” like Moses did, right into the thick of things — to stand
with people in particular need. These mission co-workers work to amplify the voic-
es of people who live far away (in many cases), people who are suffering, no less
than those Israelites were suffering, people whose cries have pierced God’s heart.
They work alongside those people to pursue God’s justice and peace.

My congregation works locally, too (I hope you ALSO work locally) to listen to the
cries of people close by. In one of our justice ministries, the annual calendar in-
cludes a period for listening specifically! We ask one another: What concerns keep
you up at night? What injustices do you see in your neighborhood, or in this city,
nation, and world that FRIGHTEN you, or that make you angry? We are part of a
coalition of faith communities whose listening in recent years has led us to advocate
for more affordable housing, more effective teaching strategies in schools, and poli-



cies to reduce gun violence. The goal of this advocacy is GOD’S SHALOM, mean-
ing peace and justice and wholeness for God’s people.

+

As we listen for the groans of people in particular need and work to stand with them
and help them, it is important, [ want also to say, that we not silence our own
groans, but pay attention to our own pain, too. At some point last week, watching
some of my friends who have young children, I got to remembering how 1’d felt
when my children were young. I adored them — sweet little people. But also, I felt
perpetually exhausted by parenting, even to the point of despair. Those were hard
days for me . . . and I felt bad about that, like many mothers do. Because these were
beautiful children, and I loved them, and as a relatively privileged person in Ameri-
ca, | had plenty to feed them and nothing life-threatening to contend with. I’d think
about moms in Congo or Afghanistan or the projects of Atlanta, where we lived at
the time. How could I feel bad, when (compared to others) I had it so good? 1 still
remember how relieved I felt when a friend told me not to compare like that. Your
pain is real pain, she said to me. That she acknowledged it helped me deal with it!

Since then I’ve read the research that you can’t love others more than you love
yourself. This is related: how it’s hard to appreciate and feel compassion for another
person’s groaning, if you haven’t acknowledged your own. The good news of this

passage is that God hears ALL OUR GROANING, and wants to bring all of us
into places that are good and spacious — places we can breathe more freely. So,
no matter what we’re facing, it’s worth acknowledging where, in our own lives,
we feel hard pressed.

Where are YOU up against something that’s confining or weighing you down?
Maybe you’ll think about an illness . . . or a debt . . . or a hard part of your job. Per-
haps you’ll FEEL something you can’t quite name. Bren¢ Brown, who did that re-
search about the importance of loving ourselves, suggests a whole range of things
that can oppress us: things like perfectionism . . . or caring too much what other
people think. . . or comparing ourselves to other people . . . or thinking we have to
be productive all the time . . . or staying too-busy generally . . . or doubting our-
selves for no good reason . . . or trying always to be cool and in control. Such habits
are burdensome, and the God of Exodus wants us to let them go. Remember Jesus
saying, “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy loads, and I will
give you rest.” Remember how he invited people to come out under the open sky —
to consider the birds of the air and the lilies of the field, and in the space of that
beauty to trust their place in God’s world. Jesus welcomes us to good and broad
places where we can lay our burdens down and experience God’s care.



Before we leave the book of Exodus, I feel compelled to note three more things I
see as gracious in the call and response of the story.

1) I’ve never seen a burning bush, or heard a voice from the flames; I don’t know
many people who’d say God has been THAT CLEAR calling them. But as God
asked Moses to help people he had a connection to, I believe God asks you and me
to pay attention to our lives. Sometimes we can see in our histories, our families,
our yearnings, where WE ARE CALLED to make a difference. Not everywhere . . .
maybe someplace we already feel a connection.

2) We are never, not ever alone. God didn’t tell Moses his path would be easy, but
God promised to be with him. That was Christ’s last promise to his disciples, too:
Carla, I'll be with you always, until the end of the age. Often, | think, God’s com-
pany comes in the form of human company! When Moses argued that he didn’t
have what it took to speak to Pharaoh, God didn’t try to change Moses, God gave
him help; God gave him Aaron! Together, we can do what God wants us to do.

And 3) like Moses, we are not perfect people. We may feel like deeply flawed peo-
ple . .. even the WRONG people. Still, we are the people God calls into action. God
will put to use whatever gifts we have.

So we keep going back and forth in worship and in life. We call, and God hears.
God promises, and we wonder. We hunger. God feeds. We object. God reassures.
We say thanks. God tells us to get going. Then it’s our turn again. What will we do?

WE RESPOND

OFFERING INVITATION:
DOXOLOGY VU 540
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living
we may offer faithfully.

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING

Prayers of the People:



CLOSING HYMN: We Shall Go Out with Hope VU#586

1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection;
we shall go out, from strength to strength go on;
we shall go out and tell our stories boldly;
tales of a love that will not let us go.
We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted;

we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed;
we'll weave a cloth of all the world united
within the vision of new life in Christ.

2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken;

we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed;

we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer,

expressive love alive in every heart.

We'll share our joy with those who still are weeping,

raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief,
we'll leap and dance the resurrection story,
including all in circles of our love.

BLESSING:

May the love of the Holy One enfold you
May the labour of the Birthing One deliver you
May the wisdom of the Wild One Sustain you
And May the peace of the All in One
Sustain you
Bless you
And guide you home.

Amen

SEASON OF CREATION

NEXT SUNDAY CHANGE OF LOB CIRCUIT SCHEDULE
Knox United, Dorset— 9:00 a.m.

Stewart Memorial, Dwight — 10:15 a.m.

Pioneer Memorial, Hillside— 11:30 a.m.

Sept 10.  An Ancestral Story The Passover



Sept 17.  Another Ancestral Story Red Sea Escape
Sept24. Peace Sabbath: Food in the Desert
October 1 Water in the Desert

October 8 Cosmic Blessing

Stewardship is participation in God’s Work

There are several different options for you to make your offering to Lake of
Bays Pastoral Charge.1l. In person and on the plate. (Each congregation has a
different practice around this but you can’t miss it!)2. Via PAR (preauthorized
remittance). Then you don’t have to think about it again. Money is withdrawn
monthly 3. By e-transfer. The email address for donations via e-transfer is lobunit-
edchurches@gmail.com In the subject line/comment please identify to which of the
Churches you wish to donate, 4. By cheque: If you send a cheque, please make it out
to Lake of Bays Pastoral Charge and mail it to: LOB United Churches, P.O. Box

196, Dwight, ON, POA 1HO, specifying for which church the donation is intended.

Please give generously. Thank you!

Sunday Worship, September 3, 2023
LABOUR DAY SUNDAY
LAKE OF BAYS PASTORAL CHARGE
Pioneer, Hillside — 9:00 a.m.
Stewart Memorial, Dwight — 10:15 a.m.
Knox, Dorset — 11:30 a.m.


mailto:lobunitedchurches@gmail.com
mailto:lobunitedchurches@gmail.com

Minister: Rev Meg Jordan (705-789-6600) jordanm@yvianet.ca
lakeofbayspastoralcharge196@gmail.com
Bookkeeper/Administrator: Linda Pinkerton
Leadership Chair: Jennifer Parker
Musician, Knox: Cynthia MacLean



